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Alternative Urban Areawide Review (AUAR) Process

Looks at potential environmental impacts of
anticipated development in a geographically defined area.

What is an AUAR

Purpose
= State environmental review document = Used as a planning tool
regulated by MN Rules = l|dentify the potential for
= Hybrid of an EAW and EIS cumulative impacts of anticipated

= Studies the effects different development development within an area

scenarios may have on the environment " ldentify mitigation measures for
and community infrastructure pci):tentlail: Impacts

e . = |nforms future permitting,
Identifies future studies or approvals that planning, and zoning decisions

will be required of individual developments
as they come in

WSb » Updated every 5 years

Does not approve or deny a
project


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The advantage of an AUAR is that it helps a community be “shovel ready” in terms of required state environmental reviews and identifies future studies or approvals that will be required of individual developments as they come in. This can help streamline future development reviews for city staff and for developers. This differs from an EAW in that the AUAR can be completed years in advance and review large areas that may contain multiple individual development, but still includes a level of analysis that allows for planning and identifies mitigation. EAWs are typically completed near the time defined developments are presented to city staff for review and add several months to the development process for developers. The cost of AUARs can still be passed to developers, through developer agreements or other arrangements at the time applications are submitted to the city. Give example of the COR in Rogers – has been under development for 20 years and helps the city market to developers by having the environmental review already completed. It also helped them identify the necessary infrastructure mitigation needs early on so they could begin planning and incorporating them into city plans and construction projects. Had the AUAR not been completed, there would have been a need for multiple EAWs, sometimes occurring concurrently, which would have lengthened development review times for staff.

If multiple development scenarios are reviewed, at least one must be in conformance with the approved Comprehensive Land Use Plan. Additional scenarios are often included to review most dense or most impactful development scenarios.


Alternative Urban Areawide Review (AUAR) Process

Topics covered in an AUAR

« Required Permits/Approvals * Transportation

+  Geology and Grading * Historic Properties

e Vi I
* Water Resources 'sua
 Wildlife and Habitat

* Contamination

* Air and Noise
e Cumulative Potential Effects

* Mitigation Plan
* Greenhouse Gas/Climate Impacts

WS


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
AUAR development is when various studies and reviews occur, such as a traffic study. Generally, studies are high level and based on anticipated land uses and densities vs. defined concept plans. The need for additional, future, studies may be identified by the AUAR which would typically then be carried out by developers as individual development plans are submitted to the city.

The Mitigation Plan will outline specific actions that will need to be carried out as development occurs to offset impacts to specific resources. These may be carried out by governmental units (city, county, etc.) such as improvements to roadways or utility extensions or may be carried out by individual developers such as obtaining approval for impacts to specific resources (e.g., stormwater impacts). 



ALTERNATIVE URBAN AREAWIDE REVIEW (AUAR)

AUAR Action Steps — per MN Rules 4410
RGU Adopts Order to Prepare AUAR * TODAY = Order AUAR
Rules 4410 Draft AUAR & Mitigation Plan Developed

RGU reviews and distributes Draft AUAR & Mitigation Plan for public
and agency review

Regulated by
Minnesota

Draft AUAR & Mitigation Plan available for 30-day public and
agency review

RGU revises Draft AUAR & Mitigation Plan as necessary based on
comments from public and agencies

RGU distributes Final AUAR & Mitigation to agencies and Met
Council for final 10-day review and objection period

- If no objections, RGU Adopts Final AUAR and Mitigation Plan



FARMINGTON |
TECHNOLOGY ,;;;"“,- e
PARK o] o, (=

e Study Area — 3 parcels/
347 acres

N/S Sides of 255t St. W

Will analyze potential
impacts and identify
mitigation measures
associated with

technology park and
mix of residential & ' o
commercial uses. SNy




STEPS & REQUEST

* PREVIOUS STEPS RGU Adopts Order to Prepare AUAR * Start

Scoping Document prepared Draft AUAR & Mitigation Plan Developed '/

and distributed —comment R@Y reviews and distributes Draft AUAR &
period ended on July 11, 2024 Mitigation Plan for public and agency review

comments receive o _
incorporated into Final Order ~ Draft AUAR & Mitigation Plan available for 30-day
public and agency review

* REQUEST RGU revises Draft AUAR & Mitigation Plan as
RGU makes finding that necessary based on comments from public and

Scoping Document is agencies
adequate and adopt the Final ~RGU distributes Final AUAR & Mitigation to

Order — adopt Resolution agencies and Met Council for final 10-day review
2024-71 and objection period

If no objections, RGU Adopts Final AUAR and
* NEXT STEPS Mitigation Plan



REQUEST OF CITY COUNCIL

After reviewing the Scoping Document — City Council is asked to:

Approve Resolution 2024-71 Adopting a Final Order and Record of
Decision for an Alternative Urban Areawide Review (AUAR) for
the Farmington Technology Park Project.




QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
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/_Rc\-'icwm's have 30 da}l'!;\q

from publication date in

RGU distributes
AUAR draft and

mitigation plan for EQB Monitor to submit

RGU adopts an order for

written comments to

review in preparation RGU develops draft AUAR comments. Notice is
for the AUAR and mitigation plan published inthe EQB ~ |—» RGU. Government units
Monitor may request a 15 day

(4410.3610 Subp. 3 or (4410.3610 Subp. 4 & 5 A)
4410.3610 Subp. 5a E)

extension

(4410.3610 Subp. 5 A)
(4410.3610 Subp. 5 B)

State Agencies and the Met

Council have 10 days from RGU revises draft AUAR
receipt of final AUAR and mitigation plan based
documents to file an objection on comments and
(4410.3610 Subp. 5 D) distributes final documents
/ to state agencies and Met
,EO* Council
£ {4410.3610 Subp. 5 C & D)
g
v

RGU adopts final
AUAR and mitigation Negotiations between RGU
plan. Notice is and objecting agency
published in the EQB (4410.3610 Subp. 5 F & G)
Monitor
(44103610 Subp. 5 E)

£

_ PaAj0sTY

y

EQB action required
to determine adequacy
of AUAR documents

(4410.3610 Subp. 5 H)
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